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Barnet Borough Sight Impaired (BBSI)  

Tel:/Ansaphone: 020 8200 5462  
Website: www.barnetbsi.org.uk           

E-mail:barnetbsi@yahoo.co.uk        Reg. Charity No: 1058045 

 

Hello, and welcome to the May edition of Viewpoint. Despite the 
cold snap, summer is on its way and we look forward to the 
Summer Outing, not to mention the Family day to Kenwood. In 
September, Ollie Natelson has promised us a visit to Friern 
Hospital which has a long history as a lunatic asylum! 
 
Our new Committee is now as follows: 
 
Chairman: Sunethra Goonewardene 
Vice Chairman: Michael Henriques 
Treasurer: Peter Tarl 
Secretary: Lis Vandyk 
Membership Secretary: Nigel Vandyk 
Committee Members: 
 Dr Oliver Natelson –Campaigns and Carer Training 
 Melvyn Rees – Outings 
 Paul Payne – Music and entertainment 
We also have support from Deborah Kershaw / Hayley Hurst 
from the Barnet Sensory Impairment team. 
  
And here are our Future Meetings: 
 

Tuesday May 2nd - Roger Coupe, who helped arrange our last 
Summer Outing on a narrowboat, will be giving us a talk about 
canals - and explain how you get heavy boats to climb hills! 
There will be working models you can feel - as well as a 
fascinating history of English Canals. 

Tuesday June 6th - This month we are having a speaker from a 
charity that provides counselling for people with disabilities - 
including sight loss. 

 

http://www.barnetbsi.org.uk/
mailto:barnetbsi@yahoo.co.uk
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Sunday 18
th

 June – Family Outing to Kenwood 

At Kenwood there are 2 lovely cafés, one indoors, one outdoors, 
which involves just a 5 minute walk from the front entrance.  
There are also some beautiful walks featuring the lake for those 
who wish to go, as well as the house itself which contains great 
works by Vermeer, Rembrandt, Gainsborough and others. More 
details from our Secretary. 
 

Tuesday July 4th – TBA 

 
Tuesday 8th August – Our Summer Outing. 
 We have a proposal to go to the seaside – Margate to be exact, 
by coach from Finchley. There will be an opportunity to visit the 
Turner Gallery, have an ice-cream, or just enjoy a stroll along the 
promenade. If you would like to go, contact our secretary, Lis as 
soon as possible so that we can ensure there is space for you on 
the coach. 
 

The meetings take place at St Mary’s Church Hall, Hendon Lane, 
Finchley, N3 1TR from 1.15pm - 3.30pm and include ‘Joyful 
Movement’ exercise class, delicious refreshments and a raffle.  

 

To get to our meeting by bus, the best one is the 125 which 
terminates by the Library, a two-minute walk from the Church 
Hall. Alternatively, buses 143, 326, 82 or 460 stop a short walk 
from the venue. The closest tube station is Finchley Central. 
 Please contact our Secretary, Lis on 020 8349 4705 for further 
details of any meeting. 
 

Time for a Smile 

A woman was taking an afternoon nap. When she woke up, she 
told her husband, "I just dreamed that you gave me a pearl 

necklace. What do you think it means?"  
 
"You'll know tonight," he said. That evening, the man came 
home with a small package and gave it to his wife. Delighted, 
she opened it to find a book entitled "The Meaning of Dreams."  
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Theatre Outings 
We had two outings this winter, the first to see “Anything Goes” 
and the second to “Iolanthe” Here are reports on each of them 
by members who attended: 
 
Review of ‘Anything Goes’ by Veronica Odell 
On 29

th
 January Nigel and Lis had arranged for us to see the 

musical ‘Anything Goes’ at the Gatehouse Theatre, Highgate. 
We were early and so we sat in the room beside the Theatre; 
how fascinating seeing so many pictures of the actors and the 
big old teddy bears sitting in the corners, warm and welcoming.  
 
Then Wow! The theatre was done up like a ship’s deck, 
complete with lifebelts all around and a large screen at the end 
with the waves lapping at the bow and New York in the distance.  
 
So we set sail to the wonderful music of Cole Porter. The 
dancers wore their floral skirts and glamourous dresses and the 
men with their bow ties and moustaches.  
 
In the interval Nigel treated us to a variety of ice-creams. All too 
soon the Statue of Liberty loomed in sight. 
 
Great to have a lift to Golders Green on such a wet evening. 
Thanks to Nigel for the lift. Having got on the train on a high, I 
mentioned to the older couple opposite where I’d been, they said 
they had been there too. The woman said “Makes you feel 
sixteen again – We’ll live on this for some time.” My sentiments 
entirely. 
 
Review of ‘Iolanthe’ at Wyllyots Theatre, Potters Bar – by 
Michael Henriques 

Twelve members met at St Mary’s Church to get on the 
community bus to take us on our winter outing to see Gilbert and 
Sullivan’s Iolanthe. 

The story had a strange quality for me; I struggled to get my head 
around the title as I had not come across this story before. In 
1882 the operetta was first staged at the Savoy in London using 
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the then new-fangled electric lights rather than conventional gas 
lights to illuminate the stage.  

It was meant to ridicule the government of the day, poking fun at 
Royalty, the legal system and the House of Lords. The libretto 
included many Gilbert and Sullivan gems including ‘Tripping 
Hither, Tripping Thither’, ‘Loudly let the trumpet bray’ and the 
Chancellor’s nightmare song: ‘When you’re lying awake with a 
dreadful headache…’. 

Southgate Opera did a splendid job, although the acoustics of the 
Theatre meant that some of the lyrics were not as clear as they 
could be. Despite this, it was clear that we all enjoyed the 
performance.  

Time for a smile 

Mother: "How was school today, Patrick?" 
Patrick: "It was really great mum! Today we made explosives!" 

Mother: "Ooh, they do very fancy stuff with you these days. And 
what will you do at school tomorrow?" 

Patrick: "What school?" 

 
General Meetings Report - by Jonathan Cave 
 
February 
Paul Payne and his nephew entertained us on the piano and 
keyboard.  We started with a selection on the piano alone and 
this was followed by a medley of songs on the keyboard to which 
we joined in singing.  The songs ranged from “Me and my 
Shadow”, “On Blueberry Hill”, a Fats Domino number and 
“Maybe it’s because I’m a Londoner” and “We’ll Meet Again”.  
We all came away humming the melodies. 
 
March 
Ward Officer, PC Wendy Boyne and a colleague from the 
Finchley Neighbourhood Police Team advised us how to keep 
safe at home and while we are out. Her advice included the 
lowdown on the latest scams and confidence tricks. Very useful 
information! 
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April 
Our Annual General Meeting was very well attended with over 30 
members. The Mayor of Barnet, Councillor David Longstaff 
made an excellent job of chairing the meeting.  Mike Dawson, 
our old treasurer was thanked for his many years of service. 
Peter Tarl, our new treasurer took us through the changes 
required to update our constitution and clarified our accounts. 
We also bade farewell to Ellinor Biswas from the Committee who 
also has been an invaluable member for a number of years. 
 
There was also the opportunity to visit the Middlesex Association 
for the Blind's Mobile Unit which displayed a variety of useful 
equipment for the blind and visually impaired - from a liquid level 
measurer to a talking clock - and everything in between  

Points to Ponder 
Q: What is the difference between a cat and a comma? 

 A: One has claws at the end of its paws and the other is a 
pause at the end of a clause.  

Five out of six people agree that Russian Roulette is safe. 

Letter from Edinburgh April 2017 – by Sandra Roeder 
 Hello there from Edinburgh! As I’ve been to another Gaelic 
class since my last letter I can now try (phonetically) ‘Com arra 
how?’ which means ‘How are you?’ 
 Since my last newsletter, the weather here has been rather 
dry, cool and windy but spring is here and the blossom has been 
gorgeous.  
 My place of work is in the city and my work hours as an 
invigilator have doubled which means I have even more time, 
when it is less busy in the afternoons, to dream up a ‘Haiku’. 
That is a Japanese poetic form 3 lines long of just 7,5 and 7 
syllables, and usually refers to the seasons. As the college is on 
a busy road, the soundscape is interesting. I can hear on a 
typical day: pneumatic drills, demolition activities, rumbling heavy 
vehicles, fire engine sirens, buses, clanging trams and tourist 
guides explaining Conan Doyle's connection to this street - in 
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Spanish! Fortunately, all our examinees have the option of ear 
defenders and powerful ear plugs. 
 I have been looking at the audio-described offerings for 
events in Edinburgh. The Festival and King’s Theatres have 
most plays with at least one performance simultaneously audio 
described and/or interpreted in British Sign Language. Touch 
tours are available one hour before the curtain goes up with 
opportunities to feel the set, costumes and props. This year’s 
International Festival has some dance, opera and theatre 
performances available as audio-described such as ‘Macbeth’ 
and ‘Don Giovanni.’ The full schedule is available on line for 
those who are interested.  
 
Between our house and Princes Street there are four cinemas. 
One shows the usual blockbusters while the others have a mix of 
arthouse and general release films. They all have some audio 
described screenings. I will close with a haiku: 
 

Cheerful broom hugs Arthur’s Seat 
Softly, petals glow 

Brightening the Cityscape. 
 

Time for a Smile 
Q: What do you call a dog that does magic tricks? 
A: A labracadabrador. 
 
Q: What does a buffalo say to his child when he drops him off at 
school? 
A: Bi - son 

 

Overheard at a Café 
“My vet says you mustn’t give your dog sweet biscuits to eat. 
However you can drop them on the ground accidentally!” 

 
Technology – Latest 
As software gets smarter it can convert text and pictures into 
sound, touch and even visual descriptions. Here is a roundup of 
the latest gadgets.  
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Facebook Features 
Firstly, Facebook has developed new technology which 
describes to the user the contents of a photo uploaded to a 
Facebook page, Currently, the voice output is a little vague: A 
typical output may be: “This photo may contain six people, 
smiling and a dog”. As object and people recognition improves, 
the system can only get better. 
 
A Braille ‘Kindle’ 
This e-book dubbed an ‘i-pad for the blind’ uses bubbles under 
the surface of a flexible plastic surface to display Braille text and 
pictures. It includes Text-To-Speech output, and can convert any 
text file into Braille. The Blitab was demonstrated in January at 
CES 2017 in Las Vegas and is expected to cost under £400 
when in production. 
 
‘Seeing’ with your tongue 
Rather than using your fingers or a disembodied voice to react to 
sights around you, the Brain Port V100 uses a small board with 
electrodes placed on your tongue. This tingles in response to 
objects seen through a TV camera attached to a pair of 
sunglasses. Wearers can learn to understand the tingles and 
“see” not only where objects are located, but also their size, 
shape and if they are moving 
However, there are problems, especially if you want to use the 
device in a restaurant as you might swallow the device instead of 
the food it portrays. 
 
Be My Eyes! 
Not a new piece of equipment but an interactive application that 
allows a blind user to contact a volunteer who can interpret live 
video on a smartphone and explain in words what they are 
seeing. 
The user enters a request for assistance and the volunteer gets 
a notification that the blind person needs some help. In an easy 
and informal interaction, the blind person films what they need 
assistance with, and the helper describes what they see - and 
together they work to solve the problem. ‘Be my eyes’ is 
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available for i-phones and the app is currently being developed 
for Android. 
 

Points to Ponder 
Now that I’m 70, I’ve been spending a lot of time contemplating 
the Hereafter. Whenever I go from one room to another, I stand 
in the middle of the floor for a while asking myself, "Now, what 

am I here after?"  

Tell a man there are 300 billion stars in the universe and he'll 
believe you. Tell him a bench is has wet paint on it and he'll have 
to touch it to be sure.  

Q: What occurs once in a minute and twice in a moment but 
never in a decade?  

  A: The letter "m."?” 

How are you going to vote on 8
th

 June?  
by Michael Henriques 

As a visually impaired person, how can you take part in a secret 
ballot? If you go to the polling station, the Returning Officer has 
to give you the Ballot Paper; this might be in braille format, but 
the chances are that he or she will have to explain to you who 
can vote for.  
 
Once you have decided where to put your mark, you have to tell 
somebody to put it in the right place.  
 
The other option of a course is to get a postal vote but how do 
you fill it in on your own? You need to ask a trusted person to fill 
it in for you. So much for our secret ballot!  
 
The views expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of 
BBSI. 
Editors: Nigel & Lis Vandyk  
Tel: 020 8349 4705 email: lis.vandyk@sky.com 

Items for inclusion in the next issue should be submitted not later 
than: 15th August 2017 


